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forces at the disposal of the Germans and that they were
now a part of the German army. The Hungarians then
no longer dared to attack them. The result was that the
troops stationed there had the opportunity of escaping
to Rumania or Poland. Prchala eventually fled from
Slovakia to Poland, where he began to form the new
Czech legion. He had many friends and sympathisers
in Slovakia, and could therefore move about freely,
but he seized the very first opportunity to make his escape
to Poland.

The German troops, therefore, did not penetrate into
Carpatho-Ukraine, because they did not want to intervene
in the skirmishes between the Hungarians and the
Ukrainians who were fighting courageously for their
freedom. The German troops took up quarters at Zilina
and advanced no further, for beyond there shooting was
going on. I remember that in Berlin, during the Spartacist
rising, placards were posted in the streets around the
Government buildings, saying: * Caution! Heavy shoot-
ing going on!' This is undoubtedly evidence of German
thoroughness, but in Slovakia it was disappointing.
Zilina is from a military point of view an important
strategic point It is a charming provincial town with
very good billeting possibilities for troops, since the
Czechoslovak army had built excellent barracks in
Rosenberg, which is scarcely more than an hour's train-
journey distant. The High Tatra mountains, which are
half Polish, lie quite close and offer wonderful oppor-
tunities for recreation for the German officers. A moun-
tainous district and of extreme strategical importance.